“So poor, all we have left is money”:

“FEAFRT”

Architectural Culture In
Consumerist China
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1. Building in a Consumerist Era
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,all | have
" This is the

IXIng lament with
boasting, this complaint
can only make others envy
him the more. However,
phrases like this soon
become proverbial, and
people use it to indicate a
condition of spiritual
poverty, that is, not owning
anything except material
things.

Inese new-rich.
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Chairman

al complaint
ve been “so poor,
we have nothing left and
especially no housing!”
Indeed, Chairman Mao left
us with the greatest
population and the least
housing. Therefore, people
had no other way but to
crowd together like ants.
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gt
Huang

ng, you
ery bench

ne bank of the
ou River In

Shang

nal crowded

with three pairs of

lovers.

Nobody had, or

could afford to have, a
concept of privacy.
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many young
ld not marry
lack of housing.

As one popular joke had it,

finding a flancee was far

easlier than finding a room.

If they had heard
somebody complaining
about “having nothing left
but money”, they would
take him for a madman.
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uilding in a Consumerist Era

uth, we have C /§(J§ﬁ'ﬁ %Z/"_JIET:E

what insane — Al —
aoping Tj(lé T _— @&
proclaimed the period of reform ﬁ&u e, A jﬂ

and opening, the desire for ==

wealth, and especially for i&fﬁj{é? %

housing, has brought a huge *&E i&g*
LY

change over the whole land.

Just because of long-unsatisfied . T
demand, people are desperately ™
pursuing housing. Activated by DS NN N

this desire, the Chinese have
already created the biggest
wave of building in world history.
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2005, the total
d new housing
d 1,666,000,000
lon six hundred sixty-six
million) square meters, and the
total reported price of this
housing reached
4,600,000,000,000 (four trillion,
six hundred billion) Chinese
Yuan. That alone is a quarter of
our GDP. But according to some
economists, the real value of the
Chinese housing market may be
as high as 35% of GDP.
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INng activity
1ad, the

are still badly
required . Then the price of
the house Is rising insanely,
and the main plan of the
government now is to
reduce the rising speed of
the selling price of the
houses.
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INng In a Consumerist Era
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per that it is girls in HRRKIRZEFRE TEM.
marriage time who help gt , SPTE R ZZED
raising the price of the TERL, BREESERE
house. That is to say, T B LE , AN TR
while all the girls make FRERKFBMAARST , M
their mind to refuse any P Hust B T IX P4 28
boys who can not afford a B ERE LT, RS
house, the social want in ANRKIE S,

this aspect will be largely
raised up.



ment is a good
5, the total

of cement in

a reached 1,050,000,000
(one billion, fifty million) tonnes,
a little more than 40% of the
total output of cement in whole
world. In other words, nearly a
half of worldwide house
construction happens in
mainland China. That is why it
would be better to call the place
| live in a huge building site,
rather than a city.
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uilding in a Consumerist Era

atpoets, Du  w [ {LiF A IR R
hth century l>i7|‘== El%/m : u%%ﬁ,a

ad this c.lre_am: | J-LE:I:EI‘Q jU-'—,

‘what if a vast building with

a thousand rooms were 3{1\:%\—_&1 5%]9 ]
raised, where every poor @5& , Hb_(\?: |5_.| E’J
scholar could find rest and BErMkE TS
joy?” As we can see, the ;[Q /jﬂgkglflﬂ r

dream of building a safe
and beautiful house is an
eternal one.



cale of
bday has
ugh the ceiling of
even Du Fu’s imagination.
China is also estimated to
contain as many as
5,000,000 (five million)
empty houses. China has
never known such
astounding, jaw-dropping
wealth.
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2. Building activity without
cultural meaning
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activity without cultural meaning

rhand, we = 251, FHANVERETH
omplaining ﬂﬁ”iﬁ%a — “37*
of poverty. This time FARET 1" T,
we are so poor that all jj%m%ﬂﬂeykfﬂ ,

we have left is houses. @ﬁ%& iﬁf%ﬁﬁﬁ i

We suddenly find that o IR ﬁgﬁ.jﬁ
amidst our forest of By !

buildings, we still lack
that thing named
culture.




, | live in Tian
utside Beljing,
Iggest single
residential area in Asia. My
residential area boasts a
population of 330,000
(three hundred thirty
thousand) people, but no
formal bookstore, not to
mention a concert hall,
theater, library or museum.
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n is truly ironic!
1d, China is
oming richer, as
befitting its role as the so-called
factory of the world, it is
producing the most steel,
cement, and housing. On the
other hand, China seems still to
be poor, and even poorer than
ever, because although people
are rich enough to pay for a
house, they still cannot afford
the expense of design.
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tivity without cultural meani

ng

€, even - ﬁﬁHE *%E/]IE, A

will soon regret that \ s ;
- B S

Ire a designer, they g f_mﬁf.\j] ﬁBJEFﬁ

somebody failed to pay =
good money to support BHHE o

the education of those
so-called architects.
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In Beijing

The need for rapid
urbanization is destroying
ancient architecture, while
the overheated market for
architecture results in
monotonous reduplication
of buildings. In this way,
the urban landscape has
been completely altered,
eliminating both cultural
memory and individuality.
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of the city

of Its socialist
veneer, the government
secretly follows naked
market fundamentalism,
while ordinary people
openly lust for an
American dream of ever
Increasing, never satisfied
consumption.

alled vicious.
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ctivity without cultural meaning

although o FA, SARFEH
ance of it R, RENE
contemporary Chinese 5 ?J:{xﬁ 4532 Y

cities hardly makes (BIHNER T STAVAF 225

sense In terms of
architecture, it 41 i EENEE

provides good material mEt}JE’Ji\% , BRI

for cultural studies. Itis | 4 [E A B
a symptom of the PRI

lunacy of the people.
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f o bR, HASHERI K
mptoms (12, RRI SR
B &, whiRSCERHRERSR
y IS that every P i ik 2ERA — #

family is madly
decorating their home,
with the same energy
that every family put
into “battle brigades”
during the Cultural
Revolution.
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tivity without cultural meaning

almostallof w AfJJLFER T M DA
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ake their homes L [ 2\ e i = z
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result of their effort is that
the air inside their home is /ﬁ =N AR T
becoming more polluted, LI, !

while outside their home

the debris of construction

pile up.
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the original
\ of Chinese
too few
antibodies to resist the
temptations of material
enjoyment. In addition,
following the repression Iin
Tian An Men Square,
people suppressed their
desire to participate in
politics and retreated
Instead into their private
worlds, neglecting the
public sphere.
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worsening
ance of the
ity, and the
dramatic changes in
residential space, plus the
destructive effects of the
over-emphasis on
decorating private space,
combine to form the

symptom of our community.
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activity without cultural meaning

of mirrored = FBEIFIBEPREIIMNFE
— C‘;‘l'”ese i Ae i B X FE A, N
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demonstrate our condition.
15X ZE 5= KB ( John

As | have read, when I. M.

Pei (Bei Yiming) ancock Tower) _FRI
considered this new XAE , EapHls
material when designing TEj] 1 R,

the John Hancock Tower
In Boston, his aim was
absolutely not to display
the mirror as such.
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John Hancock
Tower
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ctivity without cultural meaning
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ly, when the

people who belong to a different
level, its effect becomes
something thoroughly different.
If I. M. Pei used thousands of
mirrored windows to emphasize
his understated style, our
architects in Beljing only need a
few hundred mirrors to bring out
their petty, overstated style. If I.
M. Pei used this idiom to make
the whole building melt into its
background, our architects
choose the same material only

for the sake of its dazzling effect.
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it very

just as a

1 titute will never
abandon spangles and
costume jewelry, so our
low-class “architects” will
never be cured of their
addiction to mirror glass,
but stick it on their
buildings right and left.
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ctivity without cultural meaning
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the most down-market R/ %IIE EH
effect and prove the JEHE??V EHE.

poverty of their
education.




ough the

IS an imported
already melted
into the Chinese national
character. During the war in
Yugoslavia, | was deeply

worried about beautiful Belgrade.

One day while watching the
news from that city, | suddenly
saw a building with mirrored

surface. “What a decadent taste,”

| thought to myself. Later, |
realized that this was precisely
my country’s embassy.
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on, It Is exactly
which was
out by the
American Air Force. | once
joked that the CIA’s
excuse that they had made
a mistake in planning
could not be anything but a
lie. There was only one
ugly building in that city
with a glaring surface like
that, so it was impossible
to turn a blind eye to it!
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3. The life-and-death of cities
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lish around 20
in the series |
r pay attention to
market effect. Recently,
however, | unwittingly made a
real best seller, that is Jane
Jacobs’ The Death and Life of
American Cities. The book even
stood in the booksellers’ Top
Ten list for several months and
became an indispensable
fashion item among modern
readers, which made my
publisher very happy.

he life-and-death of cities

» BEEBRERERVAFLE =
R EHE 20 Fh E A 1
o8, BERIDNEKAEET
MR, IIREEFLENE ,
A T —AREIER £
F—8 - HES A T4 &
(EJES kﬁm%%%ﬁ»
EEFERBHFITEL tH

¥, ﬂ%%%T%%ﬂ

%R$A$ %,@%&m

tﬂ‘}jﬁ:ﬁj(ﬂ‘]’y{/\o




-’
- r .

JANT JACOBS P AL ¥ U
o EBE |

MOAIN 2HAR A A w

KEKIRTHIFE G e



e life-and-death of cities

nderhow = FECA %/ ALIE
really TXASH | PREERT
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people recommend it as a
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to discredit such a subject
itself.



Id

Jacobs offered a

protest and an answer,

with the extreme
subtlety of a female.
She reveals the
limitations of orderly
rational planning when
set against the vivid
diversity of city life.

t rationalism,

e life-and-death of cities
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y first
these days,
andscape of your
city seems to reflect a
Kind of empiricist idea,
and perhaps it
happens to be the right
case In the sense of
Jacobs.
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lIife-and-death of cities

ureisonly = EFLARE—FETR
eithaveto iy A KM ThAY
he functional sk Ji. TR

demand of the mankind.

Therefore, it can be VPREER. JBER , BE—
varicolored, motley, and TR HRE, HRE'E
even a little ugly. But it can REAYAIR BRIV 4 X 478
not bear the rationalist B EANBERZHMTF Y
uniform layout, even if in g —HK . Ba AR R
the name of science or 1Rl 222 F 2 22

aesthetics.
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at old-time = él/l[ﬁ/jzl_ulﬁ, HE A IX
endamaged 7 ATE 13 LR

nd of rational
planning, including the /jf%—ﬂ;% '&Kﬁ
Second Ring Road. It is A rIdeR, Wik tE

also obvious that more VLR PR a5 B[R]

recently this city has been 1] £E§ M2 W IR 75
damaging for the same

reasons, including the
construction of Ping An
Avenue.




places with
n energy like
treet were never
rationally planned,;
unfortunately, the
autonomous vitality of Xiu
Shui Street has recently
once again been damaged
by a governmental rational
design.
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e 1950s the
ities of Beljing
to a distant
suburb, Haidian, and
therefore disconnected
from the famous press
houses, book stores,
showplaces, concert halls,
and museums. It seems
rather that the teachers
and the students of these
universities ought to be the
base of the cultural life of
the city, especially the fine
arts.
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It Is easily
tis very
Ifficult for teachers to
organize cultural
activities for our
students in the centre
of the city, while it is
also very difficult for
actors to find an
adequate audience for
their performances.

e life-and-death of cities
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p Jacobs

er book were
yed in our city. For
Instance, in contrast to her
ideal of multi-use
neighborhoods, the vast
residential area | just
mentioned, Tian Tong
Yuan, has been planned to
serve a single function
only: sleep.

he life-and-death of cities
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sidential area
ame of “Shui
y, or, as they
rica, the “bedroom
community”). And as a result of
such planning, the whole of
Beijing now has to be renamed
“Du Cheng” (The gambling city,
alluded the town of traffic jams),
because the people there have
to leave their sleep city all at
once in the morning to go earn
their living.
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he life-and-death of cities

due to the » (HEIRHMA] | EF/XAR

Jacobs’s BHRIT , "i)JjZF?EI At
_“death and life” has 5" % T BT
become a new idiom to B XA EDHRAT
describe our cities. The HHo@, ERREE
phrase helps at least to ZHI, KR MIRLE s
explain a few things. | just B, G— A=W HiIR
learn from newspaper that ITHE R  MF T
when a official in charge of SR B 2 f5 , B
city planning read the book AN IR A T

by Jacobs, he found that
all his understanding has
thoroughly changed!



en | visited
cussed the
ty with Professor
illiam Kirby, he pointed out
without any hesitation: Beijing is
at risk of becoming another Los
Angles. Now, thanks to the
wisdom of Jacobs, we do not
need the wisdom of a Harvard
professor in this aspect, since
so many ordinary Chinese have
begun to understand that a city
has its own life, in other words,
that it can die, if we do not take
care of it.

e life-and-death of cities
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ernment’s
directives is too
under its rule will
die. In the 1980s, before |
moved to Peking University, |

worked in the Chinese Academy

of Social Sciences. The CASS
IS located on Chang An Avenue,
and its main gate should
certainly open onto that wide
boulevard. However, an order
by the government directed that
all the buildings along this road
must install a patch of green at
their gate, in order to make a
uniform park-like scene.

he life-and-death of cities
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S had no
relocate its
entryways to both
sides. In this way, the
whole of Chang An
Avenue could not
become a street Iin
Jacobs’ sense, since
all the buildings shut
their gates on it and on
each other.
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leader

itecture as a form
of sculpture, the city
under his rule will die.
Architecture designed
for the leader’'s eye
must from outside to
Inside, not from inside
to outside.
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ur National

Ing was not

2 the readers inside
it, but for the inspection of
officials outside it. Most of its
space has no function, and its
only purpose is to allow the
surface of the whole building to
tell a lie. You have to pass
through a long series of useless
spaces to find a reading room,
and then you have to go through
another labyrinth to find another
reading room. Soon you tell
yourself, better to avoid entering
it at all.
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life-and-death of cities

|

modern

énever s . MO
L Y Tromsin
R

se, the city, 2
cially an ancient city L
I|ke Beijing, will die. Do



ects can do
compete with
r; their projects
are like body-builders
showing off their muscles.
They strip off all their
clothes and wipe the whole
body with oil first, then
they strike their most
exaggerated poses and
glower at each other on
the stage. How can a
harmonious street life be
created out of such angry
architecture?
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e life-and-death of cities

mewe are  *® ?@qﬁ;ﬁ f, %ﬁﬂﬂ?‘;ﬁi
that we only HSEARNET T,
ses left, because NAFNKRE T RER
! A =/,
we have lost the basic ,E'_QFEGJ E(})EE@@ f
culture of dwelling together. %/\, I Y%BE*H?L\E' 1555
When every family, every ) Hﬂlf& #—F:Eiﬁﬁﬁiﬁ
building, and every WAFEE T e

residential area have to
guard themselves against
possible harm, a city will
begin to die.



ess, itis

ote, also has its
es. Nobody will
dare to tell you the inhabitants
are happy if you find burglar-
proof bars bolted to the windows
of first, second, and third floors,
and even four, fifth, and sixth
floors! Similarly, nobody will tell
you that the inhabitants are
happy when they have to
surround their buildings with
high walls and then spend a lot
of money to hire many guards to
watch them.

e life-and-death of cities
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4. The real meaning of tradition
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ultural disorder
ecalling Professor
ecently a new

: “The Scheme for
Beljing as Designed by Liang &
Chen”. Liang is Liang Sicheng, and
Chen is Chen Zhanxiang. This book
shows us another possible blueprint
for Beijing city, presented to the
new Communist government in the
early 1950s before the first round of
destruction and modernization took
place; it enhances our regret and
the pain of cultural loss. It also
reminds people who are living in
cultural poverty how rich they had
once been.
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of the big

een China and
ddle of the 19th
as described by
Samuel Wells Williams. When
he accompanied Commodore
Perry on his initial visit to Japan
In July 1853, he found a sharp
contract between the elegant
Chinese and the crude
Japanese. But when | visited
Kyoto the year before last year,
my impression was thoroughly
reversed.

real meaning of tradition
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0 eager to smash
I'Last summer my
an outing to the

ith Professor Marshall

Berman of New York City University.

We passed by the imposing old city
gate, Desheng Men, on our way. |
told him that this gate was originally
destined to be demolished, like all
the other gates along the Second
Ring Road. Fortunately Mao died
just in time before the last gate
could be knocked down. With Mao
out of the way, a few courageous
intellectuals dared to step up and
beg for the preservation of this
magnificent piece of ancient
architecture. Professor Berman kept
silent. Probably this sad story did
not fit with his strong Marxist views.
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rt of Liang
at in the

ar he did his
best to salvage, by
measuring and sketching,
the forms of some rare
traditional architecture. His
lost in his personal
professional struggle also
symbolizes the cultural
meaning of our old
architecture today.

e real meaning of tradition
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e have only
realize that
nt civilization,
which was absolutely
rejected in the recent past
and cannot recover in
contemporary life, was so
mature and so rare that
every brick of its
architecture is full of a
sense of aesthetics.

real meaning of tradition

|||n|

HRIINAFEAIF R, HF
WENLBE T U IEL NS
RCH, 1SR4/ d
P Bl gz e PR 56 R AR 3L
H, =TT CEAERE ,
IENTAZE , —f&— fL
iR T SCHHEY I | %‘BE
AHHYTEENERR
%KEE'EXEME%‘JH’JO




ord

" seems too
0 describe the
living environment in
ancient China, because
the world in which the
Chinese dwelt was been
so effective in integrating
with nature. Therefore, it
would be better to call it
“‘environmental art” instead
of architecture.
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e real meaning of tradition

nd,inancient = 57, XRMEAMEL

e AR RN
detached art. There was never Emui&}iﬁ%f@@’?% Z’Z,IE,‘,’
so clear a demarcation between A @i”';EF TR 1Al %m
house and architecture as we Z 8, HAFESIMEXMK
observe today. We might say 2B RRE, AL
het ihe accumuaton andvils LGNS HARRAS |

P - - AT RS FRSE T E R &R
smartest and most skillful artists. sl S e e
They not only catered to basic @Ejﬁ/ﬁ BE Eﬁ%zﬁﬂg el gl
needs, but also developed K, NFIHEFGE TR EIR
fascinating artistic forms by & HErxBEHTIRE
using resources most yalioy v

economically.



e real meaning of tradition

tural creations o Hprllingt, BRAB
otal atmosphere BEAREY Xdlsiéﬂﬁio E'fJE
Iife. Our NEAREW ? IR %E

ancestors had their cultural

values first. As the atmosphere - EEEAW’FE
surrounded the whole city, PIER — M E B 321
culture set up the basis of the MRl TNk E[/j FLJRE ﬁ
city life, and provided a habitual KT AANIURNE H’Jﬂ/_tm
feeling of form. Under this %
atmosphere, people would, “/\,)/:’ ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁ: B4 L
unconsciously and as if by L [éﬂﬁl—ﬂ'ﬂ¥1ﬁ Z _,E_ll'_fg
chance, perform gradual EIREIR s E ehE | RIREB
creations, adding small touches Ep A=A R E

to perfect the whole.
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ontent a s iR AR E
as, it must B, HEIRIR &

B RIS ER , MA
aestnetic style, an . H_— A sh
this style will L }Q}WEB -~
necessarily affect the Bl e iEle L, I TE
forms of building, HIMl EE IR 1T MRV A8
subconsciously GBI R,

determining the limits
of architects’
Imagination.



a piece arguing
's studio lacked
ness of the
palaces of the time and certainly
could not compare with the
splendor of modern gardens, but
had a more inspiring harmony.
That Is to say, history has its
standard of elegance, which
must first be based on spiritual
content. A house has to be filled
with human and cultural
character before it can have any
life of its own.

real meaning of tradition
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e real meaning of tradition

rconclusion = TREIFAINEGICE |, W
y refuses to SR — JFE g T SR A 48 B
red, the most %, NMAREENT=Z ,
important thing is to VB EEEH—fX
cultivate a total cultural IV REl. BTEVII
atmosphere. If we get such 1 3cqb, IRA , HFEA
a vivid culture, the plural FERYThRE LR, & FX
demands of all kinds of L AN | BRe ™K
people and the judgment KB & B RMEE D) 4.,

and commentary by
educated citizens will
provide the motive of
development and revision.



e city’'s root
wn. Such a
ption of the
functioning of culture is
much more important than
the mere demand for
forms and skylines. Any
formalist plan divorced
from the cultural activities
of human beings will bring
nothing but the death of a
City.
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5. Does China still have a
Chance?
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S China still have a Chance?

, | dare to say

rt of Liang
not enough.

During the truceless time,
he had no choice but
worked as a historian,

However, we are living a

reconstruction, and find we
can not be merely satisfied
by a kind fever of antiquary.

other than an architect.
time of large-scale



icheng often

In his career: an
tector of ancient
Ildings, and an archaeologist
of architecture. However, |
would like to say, a architect
more believe himself, while an
archeologist believe ancestor; a
architect must believe the next
will be better, while an
archaeologist always think the -
elder the better.

China still have a Chance?
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e If we mix the

Instance, dose an
architecture as a cultural
relic still have the actual
function of habitation? It
will be very difficult to
reach consensus between
a protector and an
architect.

China still have a Chance?
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>hina still have a Chance?
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g's concept of
eoldasitis”is
puted. According to
the demand of the
archeologist, this concept
would be even worse than
just repairing the old as the
new, otherwise you will
leave an imitation to your
children, and they will

need more archeologists
to study our imitations.

China still have a Chance?
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China still have a Chance?

of our = FAHEARBRE , BA
B i ISP B IELE
The purpose of this g‘;? = gﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁégﬂéék
archaize yard was to fit the A=A LA i =
style of buildings around it. Ifba_ (R FEEERET
However, this mission — A= 1‘5&, AT LL5E
school survives while other MR T Tk, H=x
buildings disappear, and e T E ARG 4L S
people have no way but ok B HE T

come here pretending to
enjoy the ancient Chinese
architecture.
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hina still have a Chance?

ateacher = X0, 1ERN—{ZJbXRY
rsity, the ZIf , RRFRREW
t ironic thing is that, W)EE, X — N ER

to the requirement of F ARV B R 22
teachers and students, X‘I“ﬂdl]ﬂ’]#&%&ﬂﬁﬁ
such an archaistic =, HINTEWMmESR
campus of colonialist HIHE,

time seems to be
totally useless.
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>hina still have a Chance?
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0 waste the
whole country,
€ you can fabricate
several amazing buildings,
such as the boiled eqgg
nearby Tian An Men
Square, or the nest of
birds for Olympic Games.
However, if you want to
resolve the problem of 13
hundred million dwellers,
you can not lie in the
structure and function of
the architecture.

S China still have a Chance?
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China still have a Chance?
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serious limitation of our EE I E RS | AT A A REE
resource. We must make E?%ﬁﬁ%ﬂgﬁﬂﬁjﬁgig .
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ThrE i 1IE R B & R A [t
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nations in the world. A R A R 2 AF Hh
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thoroughly
tion of our
view, from outside to
Inside, otherwise the
few districts of luxury
nouses will pay the
orice of numerous
pustee and at last the
whole city will definitely
damaged into ruins.

China still have a Chance?
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hina still have a Chance?
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ot only copy
of any good
, since the
answer can only hind in
our own solution to our
special difficulty. Only
when we find a special
architectural form which fit
our special recourse and
cultural want, the urban
view in China can regain
its cultural significance.

China still have a Chance?
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