David E. Van Zandt is the President of The New School.l} He is the former Dean of Northwestern University School
of Law.2l He has taught courses in international financial markets, business associations, property, practical issues in
business law, and legal realism. He is an expert in business associations, international business transactions, property
law, jurisprudence, law and social science, and legal education. President graduated summa cum lande from Princeton
University with a degree in sociology. He completed his Juris Doctor (I.D.) at Yale University, where he served as
managing editor for the Yale Law Journal, and earned his Ph.D. in sociology at the London School of Economics and
Political Science.

Ashok Gurung is the founding Senior Director of India China Institute (ICI) and a Faculty member at the
Graduate Program in International Affairs (GPIA) at The New School, New York City. His research and
teaching interests include project design and development management, capacity-building, inequality,
environment, and inclusive democracy. Gurung has over twenty-five years of international development
experience in several countries, with a particular focus in South and Southeast Asia. Along with managing
ICI, he teaches the graduate course Society and Politics in Nepal and coordinates the international field
program in Nepal, and he serves as a co-editor for the India-China Working Paper Series . He was also the
co-editor of Growing Cities in a Shrinking World (Macmillan India, 2009). Prior to joining The New
School, Gurung was the program officer for the International Fellowships Program, the largest global
leadership initiative of the Ford Foundation, and an Adjunct Professor at Columbia University. He holds
a MA in Economic and Political Development from Columbia University.




Anil Chitrakar, Chairperson of the Himalayan Climate Initiative, is a social entrepreneur from Nepal. Trained as an
engineer and energy planner at the University of Rajasthan (India) and the University of Pennsylvania (USA), Anil
started his career as an energy engineer and continues to work on designing and spreading renewable energy solutions
across Nepal. He has received the Ashoka fellowship, and more recently the Silicon Valley Tech Award for his work.
Anil is also engaged in recovering and restoring the built and living heritage in the Kathmandu valley and across
Nepal, particularly Lumbini. Anil was part of the team that implemented the National Conservation Strategy for
Nepal, preserving its globally unique natural endowment. Anil has also managed venture funds for environmental
groups all over Nepal. In 1993 he was one of the 100 “Global Leaders for Tomorrow” awardees at the World
Economic Forum in Davos.

anilchitrakar@gmail.com

Laxmi Shova Shakya is a Research Associate for Every day Religion and Sustainable Environment in Himalayas
(ERSEH) of India China Institute, The New School and Research Fellow of Harka Gurung Research Fellowship in
Nepal. Laxmi worked with United Mission to Nepal (UMN) for 10 years as Office Secretary, Office Assistant and
Senior Administrative/Account Assistant. She is now working as an Executive Director of Society for Participatory
Cultural Education (SPACE) for a project funded by AWO International, Germany.

shakya_shoval@hotmail.com

Mukta S. Lama (Tamang) is a socio-cultural anthropologist and teaches at the Central Department of
Sociology/Anthropology at Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu. His research interest includes history, identity, social
change, equality and human rights in Nepal, Himalayas and South Asian region. He is currently working on a book
project on Tamang history and identity based on his ethnographic research and has published several articles on the
themes of indigenous activism, democracy, diversity, Maoist movement and state structuring. He received his PhD
from Cornell University. He was also a Visiting Fellow at Goldsmiths College, University of LLondon and Jawaharlal
Nehru University from 2009-2012 in conjunction with a joint research project on "Social Inequality and Affirmative
Action in South Asia."

muktal2@gmail.com



Prof Mahendra P Lama (b 1961) is Professor of South Asian Economies in the School of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He was the founding Vice Chancellor of the newly established Central
University of Sikkim in India created by an act of Parliament in 2007 and became the youngest Vice Chancellor of a
National University in India. Prof Lama was till very recently a Member of the prestigious National Security Advisory
Board of Government of India. He is presently nominated by the Government of India as a member of the South
Asian Forum Steering Committee set up by the 16t SAARC Summit. He also served as the Chief Economic Adviser
in the Government of Sikkim with a Cabinet Minister rank for seven years (2000-2007). He has been nominated by
the Government of India in the executive boards of various leading institutions of India.

mahendra_lamal961@yahoo.co.in

Dr. Pankaj Jain is an Assistant Professor in the Departments of Anthropology and Philosophy & Religion Studies at
the University of North Texas. He is the author of award-winning Dharma and FEcology of Hindu Communities:
Sustenance and Sustainability (May 2011) and several articles published in academic and popular journals. He
participated in the first ERSEH workshop in Nepal in 2010 and received the Fulbright Fellowship in June-Oct 2012
for Environmental Leadership to research different Himalayan NGOs working in indigenous technology, agriculture,
horticulture, water resources, and renewable energy. He serves as a research affiliate with Harvard
University’s_Pluralism Project, as scholar-in-residence with GreenlFaith, as a board member of the Society for Hindu
Christian Studies, and as the Bhumi-Seva & Eco-Dharma Project Director of Hindu American Seva Communities, an
NGO working with the White House Office for the faith-based initiatives. He holds a Ph.D. from the University of
Towa, an M.A. from Columbia University (both in Religious Studies), and had worked as a software engineer in New
Jersey and in India in his “previous life”.

pankajaindia@gmail.com
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Mary Cameron is the current president of the Association for Nepal and Himalayan Studies (ANHS) and a Professor
of Anthropology in the Dorthy F.Schmidt College of Arts and Letters at Florida Atlantic University where she teaches
and explores issues of Ayurvedic medicine, gender and caste, sustainable farming, medicinal plant conservation, and
development in Nepal and South Asia. Professor Cameron is the former director of the Women's Studies Program at
Auburn University and at FAU. She is an award-winning book author and has published numerous articles and book
chapters on gender, caste, culture and health in South Asia. Professor Cameron has received many competitive

research grants, including three Fulbright fellowships, that have supported nearly three decades of research in South
Asia.

mcameron@fau.edu
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Dr. Mahendra Lawoti is a Professor in the Department of Political Science at Western Michigan University and an
Associate Fellow at the Asia Society. His teaching and research interests are comparative politics, international
development, democratization, state building, ethnic politics, and violent conflicts in Nepal and South Asia. Dr.
Lawoti was the president of the Association for Nepal and Himalayan Studies (ANHS) from 2006- 2010.

mahendra.lawoti@wmich.edu
mlawoti@gmail.com

Dekila Chungyalpa is the Director of the Sacred Earth Program in the World Wildlife Foundation (WWT) where she
develops partnerships with faith leaders and institutions in order to protect biodiversity, natural resources and
environmental services. Prior to creating the Sacred Earth program, Dekila spent six years leading WWE's efforts in
the Mekong region on large-scale strategies for hydropower and climate change and five years designing and managing
community-based conservation projects with WWZI's Eastern Himalayas program. Dekila received her Masters in
Sustainable Development at American University.

Dekila.Chungyalpa@wwfus.org



Samuel Thomas works with the Fastern Himalayas Programme of the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the
Environment (ATREE), based in Darjecling. He has spent over a decade working in the Himalayas, first with IUCN -
the World Conservation Union in Nepal, and now with ATREE in the Indian Fastern Himalayas. He managed the
CEPF grants programme and the ATREE small grants programme in northeast India from 2007-2011, working with
a range of civil society groups for research and local conservation action in the region. He has a keen interest in
conservation and development issues in the Himalayas, especially traditional resource management and conservation
practices and the rights of indigenous peoples.

samuelthomasm@gmail.com

Mark Larrimore is an Associate Professor in the department of Religion Studies at Eugene College for Liberal Arts at
The New School. Prof. Mark Larrimore has taught courses on Theorizing Religion, Cultures of Religious Right,
Religion and Democracy, Religious Geography of New York and Religion and Theatre. He received his PhD in
Religion at Princeton University and his BA in Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Worcester College, Oxford.

LarrimoM(@newschool.edu

Professor Chatles Ramble is Directeur d'Etudes (Director of Studies) in Tibetan History and Philology at the Ecole
Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris, and Research Lecturer in Tibetan and Himalayan Studies at the University of
Oxford. He has taught courses on Anthropology of Tibet and the Himalaya and his research interests include civil
society and pagan religion in the Himalaya, the Bon religion of Tibet and the pilgrimage and sacred geography.

charles.ramble(@orinst.ox.ac.uk



Elizabeth Allison is an Assistant Professor at the California Institute of Integral Studies in San Francisco, where she is
founder and chair of the graduate program in Ecology, Spirituality, and Religion. Her writing has appeared in
Mountain Research and Development, The Progressive Christian, and The Spider and the
Piglet<http://www.ciis.edu/Documents/Academic%20Departments /PCC/Spiritually%e20Motivated%20Natural %20
Resource%020Protection%20in%20Eastern%20Bhutan.pdf>, an anthology of studies of Bhutan. She authored
several entries in the Encyclopedia of Sustainability, and is working on a book about the spiritual significance of
glaciers in an age of climate change. After studying on a Fulbright fellowship in Nepal, she received her PhD in
Environmental Science, Policy and Management from the University of California, Berkeley. She also holds a Master
of Arts in Religion from Yale Divinity School, and a Master of Environmental Management from the Yale School of
Forestry and Environmental Studies.

eallison(@ciis.edu
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Andrew Quintman is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies, specializing in the Buddhist traditions of Tibet and the
Himalaya, in the Department of Religious Studies at Yale. His areas of teaching and research include Buddhist
literature and sacred biography, visual and ritual cultures of the wider Himalayan region, and the esoteric Buddhist
traditions of Tantra in Tibet. His recent book project, The Yogin and the Madpman: Reading the Biographical Corpus of Tibet’s
Great Saint Milarepa (forthcoming, Columbia University Press), explores the extensive body of early literature recording
the life of Tibet’s acclaimed eleventh-century yogin and poet Milarepa. His new English translation of The Life of
Milarepa was published by Penguin Classics in 2010. Prior to coming to Yale, he served for seven years as Academic
Director of the School for International Training’s Tibetan Studies program based in Kathmandu. He is Faculty
Coordinator for the new Yale Himalaya Initiative and Co-Chair of the Tibetan and Himalayan Religions Group of the
American Academy of Religion, where he also is also co-leading a five-year seminar at the AAR on Religion and the
Literary in Tibet.

Andrew.quintman(@yvale.edu



Georgina is a Post-Doctoral Fellow of the India China Institute at The New School where she works with an initiative
on Everyday Religion and Sustainable Environments in the Himalaya. Georgina’s past research has examined the
cultural and religious dimensions of environmental conflict along the upper stretch of the Ganga River in India. Her
work and writing explores mixed development desires, gendered practice, human-nature relationships, and the cultural
politics of resource management. At ICI, Georgina teaches, continues her research, and helps to build a network of
scholars investigating the significance of everyday or lived religion in rapidly developing centers of the Himalaya.

drewo@newschool.edu

David Holmberg is Professor of Anthropology and Asian Studies at Cornell University where he chaired the
Department of Anthropology for fourteen years. His ethnographic research has concentrated on the Tamang of
Nepal focusing initially on religion and social organization culminating in the monograph Order and Paradox: Myth,
Ritual, and Exchange among Nepal’s Tamang. More recently, he has conducted ethnohistorical work on systems of forced
labor in Nepal and on conceptions of power and the rise of indigenous people in the political life of Nepal as well as
on the cultural rights of indigenous peoples, work that has appeared in the Awerican Ethnologist, Critique of
Anthropology, Signs, and Studies in Nepalese History and Society as well as in edited volumes. He is currently completing a
book manusctipt Extractive Labor/ Productive Ritual.

dhh8@cornell.edu
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Thomas Mathew is currently an independent researcher and consultant based in Kathmandu. He has an MA in
Modern History from Jawaharlal Nehru University.

thomasjmathew(@gmail.com



Cameron Tonkinwise is the Director of Design Studies at the School of Design at Carnegie Mellon University. He has
a background in philosophy; his dissertation concerned the educational philosophies of Martin Heidegger. Cameron
continues to research what designers can learn from philosophies of making, material culture studies and sociologies
of technology. Cameron is facilitating the School of Design's creation of a new Design Studies sequence of courses
that better prepare designers for a wider scope of work and the more interdisciplinary challenges of 21st century
societies. Cameron is leading the Design PhD Program at CMU, which has a focus on practice-based research in the
areas of sustainable design, social innovation and service design.

cameront@andrew.cmu.edu

Dr. Bron Taylor is Professor of Religion and Nature at the University of Florida and a Fellow from the Rachel Carson
Center for Environment and Society at Ludwig-Maximillians — Universitit, Miinchen. Taylor works principally in the
areas of religion and ecology, environmental ethics and environmental philosophy. He is also a prominent historian
and ethnographer of environmentalism and especially radical environmentalist movements, surfing culture and nature-
based spiritualities. Taylor is also Editor-in-Chief of the Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature and subsequently
founded the International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, serving as its President from 20006-
2009. He also founded the Society’s affiliated Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, serving as its
editor since 2007.

bron@brontavlor.com

Anne Rademacher is an Assistant Professor of Metropolitan Studies and Environmental Studies, and the Director of
Undergraduate Studies, in the Department of Social and Cultural Analysis at New York University. Anne’s research
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interests include environmental anthropology, modern ecology and statemaking, sustainable design in urban settings,
and urban ecology.

anne.rademacher@nyu.edu

David Germano is a Professor in Tibetan Studies at the University of Virginia. Germano is director of the Tibet
Center (www.uvatibetcenter.org), director of SHANTI (Sciences, Humanities, and the Arts Network of Technological
Initiatives—www.shanti.virginia.edu), and Coordinating Director of theContemplative Sciences Center at the
University of Virginia. He also is the editor of the Journal of the International Association of Tibetan Studies, the
official journal of the main international organization of Tibetan Studies, and is the founder and director of the
Tibetan and Himalayan Library (THL, www.thlib.org), the largest international initiative using digital technology to
facilitate collaboration in Tibetan Studies across disciplines.

Dfg9w(@yvirginia.edu

Kurtis Schaeffer is a Professor in the department of Religious Studies at the University of Virginia. His research
interests are Tibetan Buddhism, Tibetan History, Indian Buddhism, Nepal, and the Dalai Lama.

Ks6bb@yvirginia.edu

Sara Shneiderman is an Assistant Professor of Anthropology and South Asian Studies at Yale University. Professor
Shneiderman is a socio-cultural anthropologist working in the Himalayan regions of Nepal, India and China (especially
the Tibetan Autonomous Region). Her research addresses the relationships between political discourse, ritual practice,
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cultural performance and cross-border migration in producing contemporary ethnic identities. She received her
PhD (2009) and MA (2004) from Cornell University, following a BA with Honors from Brown University in both
Anthropology and Religious Studies (1997). Professor Shneiderman is also the faculty coordinator for the Yale
Himalaya Initiative.

sara.shneiderman(@yale.edu

Todd Lewis is a Professor of World Religions in the Religious Studies Department at the College of the Holy Cross
where he has taught since 1990. In 1996, he was promoted to Associate Professor in the Department of Religious
Studies and in 2003 was promoted to the rank of Professor. [][JHe has also been a Research Associate in the
Department of Sanskrit and Indian Studies at Harvard University since 1999.

tlewis@holycross.edu
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Sara Winter is an Assistant Professor at Eugene Lang College The New School for Liberal Studies where
she teaches courses in religion and the environment. She is co-editor with Stephen Cook of On the Way to
Nineveh: Studies in Honor of George M. Landes (American Schools of Oriental Research). Her research
focuses on religion and the history of the ancient Mediterranean world. Winter earned her PhD in New
Testament from Union Theological Seminary, MDiv and ThM from Princeton Theological Seminary, an
MS in mathematics from Drexel University and AB in Russian language, literature and history from Bryn
Mawr College. She is a trained filmmaker, producing films with an environmental perspective.

winters@newschool.edu
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Antonio Terrone is a lecturer in the Department of Religious Studies at Northwestern University. Antonio specializes
in Chinese, Tibetan, and Himalayan religions and cultures with a focus on Tibetan Buddhism as well as religion and
ethnic nationalities policy in the People’s Republic of China (namely Tibetans and Uyghurs). His present work centers
on rituals and practice within noncelibate Buddhist Tantric communities of present-day Tibet in the People's Republic
of China. He received his M.A. degree from the Department of Asian Studies of the Oriental Institute of Napoli
University (Istituto Universitario “L’Orientale,” Italy) in 1997 with a major in Chinese and Tibetan studies and a
minor in Japanese studies and received his doctoral degree (2010) in Religious Studies/Asian Studies from Leiden
University in the Netherlands.

a-terrone(@northwestern.edu

Mary Evelyn Tucker is a Senior Lecturer and Senior Research Scholar at Yale University where she has appointments
in the School of Forestry & Environmental Studies as well as the Divinity School. She is a co-founder and co-director
with John Grim of the Forum on Religion and Ecology. Together they organized a series of ten conferences on
World Religions and Ecology at the Center for the Study of World Religions at Harvard Divinity School.

marvevelvn.tucker(@yale.edu

Kamaljit Bawa is an evolutionary ecologist, conservation biologist and a distinguished professor of Biology at the
University of Massachusetts, Boston. He is also the founder of Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and
Environment (ATREE). In 2012, Bawa received the first Gunnerus Sustainability Award, the world’s major
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international award for work on sustainability. He is an elected member of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences.

kamal.bawa@umb.edu

Jeremy Spoon is an Assistant Professor in the Anthropology Department at Portland State University and Research
Associate at The Mountain Institute. Dr. Spoon's research focuses on how political, economic, and ecological forces
influence ecological knowledge and understanding inside and around mountainous protected areas in the Himalayas
and Great Basin. He is interested in how power relations shape perceptions and knowledge of place and whether or
not the local decisions of these actors are socially, environmentally, and/or economically sustainable at certain points
in time and in different contexts. Dr. Spoon also strives to apply research findings to projects created in participatory
ways.

jspoon(@pdx.edu

Dan Smyer Yu is the Research Group Leader at the Department of Religious Diversity, Max Planck Institute for the
Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity. He is an anthropologist specializing in the studies of religious revitalizations,
charismatic communities, commercialization of religious spirituality, and the relationship between eco-religious
practices and place-making in contemporary China. He received his Ph.D. in cultural anthropology from the
University of California at Davis. Prior to his joining Max Planck, he was a New Millennium Scholar and the
Associate Director of the Ethnic Minority Study Center of China at Minzu University of China. He also taught and
held research positions at the University of California, Davis, Graduate Theological Union, San Francisco Theological
Seminary, and Sacramento City College, and the Center for the Pacific Rim of University of San Francisco.

smyetryu@mme.mpg.de
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Tsering Shakya is the Canada Research Chair in Religion and Contemporary Society in Asia at the Institute of Asian
Research at the University of British Columbia. Tsering is a world renowned and widely published scholar, on both
historic and contemporary Tibet. His most expansive work to date The Dragon in the Land of Snows: A History of Modern
Tibet Since 1947 (Pimlico, London 1999) was acclaimed as “the definitive history of modern Tibet” by The New York
Times, and "a prodigious work of scholarship” by the UK’s Sunday Telegraph. The book is the first comprehensive
account of Tibet's recent history.

tshakva@interchange.ubc.ca

Kathryn March is a Professor of Anthropology and Feminist, Gender and Sexuality Studies and Asian Studies at
Cornell Unviersity. Dr. March is also an Academic Supervisor for Nepali Language at Cornell University. Her
research interests are sociocultural anthropology, gender, narrative, social change, life histories, ethnohistory, Nepal,
Himalayas, and Tibet.

ksm8@cornell.edu

Dr Eklabya Sharma is the Director of Programme Operations at the International Center for Integrated Mountain
Development. Dr. Sharma is an ecologist with over 25 years of experience in developing, managing, and
implementing programmes, mainly in sustainable management of natural resources in the Hindu Kush-Himalayan
region. Between 1989 and 2001, he established the GB Pant Institute of Himalayan Environment and Development in
Sikkim, an autonomous regional research centre of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India,
as the founder Scientist In-charge. In 1994, he spent some time at the University of Glasgow as a visiting scientist
under the exchange programme between the Indian National Science Academy and the Royal Society of Great Britain.
He joined ICIMOD in 2001 and has served as Programme Manager of Farming Systems, Natural Resources
Management, and Environmental Change and Ecosystem Services.

esharma@jicimod.org
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Nyimatashi: Major in modern Tibet study (Tibetology), anthropology. Associate professor from the Southwest
University for Nationalities, Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China. MA of Social anthropology from the University of
Manchester(2003). Phd of Tibetology(Tibetan Social and Cultural Study) from the China Tibetology(2009).

Chevening Scholarship of British Government( 2002-2003); Harvard Yenjing Visiting Scholar(2012.8-2013.06).
Published one academic book (The Termination of village and Reconstruction of Local Culture: the Urbanisation and Lhasa's
Limwu village displaced farmer's culture valne stndy2012,China Minzu Publishing House, Beijing) and twenty five papers from
2003 to 2012.

tibetzaxi2000@gmail.com

Dr. Rafiul Ahmed has been Assistant Professor in the Department of Geography and Natural Resource Management
at Sikkim University since June, 2010. He has been awarded Ph.D degree for his thesis titled, “Contesting Geo-bodies
and Rise of Subnationalism in North-east India: A Case Study of Nagas and Khasis” at the Centre for Study of
Regional Development, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University. He did his M.Phil and Post Graduate
Degree from Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, II'T, Bombay and Delhi School of Economics
subsequently. His research interests lie in understanding “homeland”- its articulation, representation and contestation.
Essentially multi-disciplinary in nature, his research work focuses on the North-east Indian region. He is the author of
the book entitled “The Political Economy of Underdevelopment of North-east India and Its Cultural Implications”
(Akansha, New Delhi, 2004). Besides he has contributed several articles in edited volumes.

ahmedrafiul@gmail.com
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Mark Turin is Program Director of the Yale Himalaya Initiative at Yale University. Dr. Turin is an anthropologist and
linguist trained in the UK and the Netherlands. His scholatly focus is on the Himalayan region, in particular Nepal,
northern India, Bhutan and cultural Tibet. Dr. Turin teaches at Cambridge and Yale Universities, where he also directs
two international research projects, Digital Himalaya and the World Oral Literature Project. He is the editor of the
Oral Literature Series with Open Book Publishers in Cambridge and co-edits the journal Himalaya. He is also the
presenter of a new BBC radio series on language endangerment entitled Our Language in Your Hands.

mark.turin@yale.edu

Roshan Rai works on issues of environment and equity in the Darjeeling Himalaya. He has been a development
worker with DLR Prerna, India since 1996. With a special interest in change and participatory governance, Roshan’s
intervention has revolved around inclusion of tea workers in fair-trade movements, forest villagers in conservation
efforts and in strengthening small farmers’ collectives and NGOs through capacity enhancement and advocacy. In the
urban landscape his action revolves around water and waste. Innovative partnerships with small farmers, tea garden
workers and forest villagers have resulted in seminal sustainable development models including Darjeeling’s first
organic and fair-trade small farmer tea collective — Mineral Spring Sanjukta Vikash Sanstha. Roshan actively engages
with educational institutions promoting social consciousness and action. His publications highlight the issues of
marginal communities in the Darjeeling Himalaya and the importance of inclusion in development intervention and
policy debate.



